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My time with the Black Watch (R.H.R.) of Canada Cadet Corps 2497 played a pivotal 
role in shaping who I am today. When I first moved from Belfast, Northern Ireland to 
Montreal, I faced the challenge of adapting to a new culture and environment. Being 
able to join an English-speaking cadet corps gave me a sense of belonging during that 
transition and provided a community where I could build confidence, friendships, and 
skills in a familiar language.

The Black Watch Cadet Corps gave me my first real exposure to leadership, discipline, 
and teamwork. The mentorship I received, the challenges I faced, and the opportunities 
to grow both personally and professionally laid the foundation for my future career 
in the Canadian Armed Forces.

Those early lessons carried me through my studies at the Royal Military College Saint-
Jean, where I graduated as an officer, and continue to guide me in my current role 
as an Air Operations Officer in the Royal Canadian Air Force. Today, deployed on 
OP REASSURANCE in Latvia, I often reflect on the values and confidence that were 
instilled in me as a cadet.

I am proud to say that the Black Watch Cadet Corps was instrumental in my development 
and remains a key reason why I serve with dedication and purpose. The program not 
only develops strong citizens, but also inspires future leaders of Canada.
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